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Migration and Depopulation Scenario in Bhutan: Case Study of Khaling (gewog) under
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Abstract: Rural urban-migration is an integral
part of development. Accordingly with rapid
socio-economic development, Bhutan is also
experiencing rapid urban expansion, mainly
due to rural-urban migration. As rural out-
migration is rampantly increasing in Bhutan it
is important and worthwhile to conduct studies
on this issue. Therefore, the main objective of
this study was to examine the rural
outmigration scenario at the micro-level. A
micro-level survey was conducted in Khaling
gewog in the month of December 2011 and data
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was collected from 210 households in the gewog.
Generally out-migration in Khaling gewog was
found to be very high with almost 50% of its
registered population absent from the
household for more than a year during the time
of survey. It was also found that huge chunk of
out-migrants constitutes of working age
population (156-64) and more than 70% had at
least primary and above education. Most
prominent reasons for leaving home were found
to be socio-economic reasons such as family
move, employment, education and marriage.
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Background

A distinguishing feature of the development
process is the phenomenon of rural-urban
migration. This phenomenon might be regarded
as an inevitable and desirable result of
industrialization, policy makers in the
developing world have tended to view it with
considerable anxiety because, rural-urban
migration has aggravated the problem of urban
unemployment (Essang & Mabawonku, 1974).
At the same time rural-urban migration is
associated with rural depopulation, brain drain
and reduction in the taxable capability of rural
people. However, there are some brighter
prospects of rural outmigration such as reduced
pressure on agricultural lands, improved living

standards through remittances send by
migrants, ete.
Like other developing countries, Bhutan is

experiencing rapid urban expansion, mainly
due to migration from rural areas. While most
of Bhutan’s population still lives in rural areas
(69.1percent), urban centres have emerged in
recent decades in most districts and have
attracted a considerable number of people
(Ministry of Agriculture,2005 (MOA) & Office of
the Census Commissioner, 2005 (OCC) ).
Thimphu, the capital city is growing at 7
percent per annum (MOA, 2005). The rapid
influx of people from rural to urban centres is
becoming a major issue in Bhutan and
consequences are already being felt both in
rural and urban areas.

According to United Nations Development
(UNDP) 2009 Human Development Report,
Bhutan accounts for the highest internal
migration rate in South Asia at six percent
internal migration rate in 2009 (Kuensel, 2009).
The proportion of urban population increased
by more than 6 percent between 1995 and 2000
(Central Statistical Organization (CSO) 1997 &
2000) and if this trend continues it is expected
that by 2020 half of Bhutan’s population will be
residing in urban areas (Planning Commission,
Royal Government of Bhutan, 1999).

Education Level, Bhutan, Khaling Gewog.

Based on the 2005 Population and Housing
Census of Bhutan (PHCB, 2005), among the
districts, Thimphu has received the highest
number (54,685) of life-time migrants followed
by Chhukha (25,951) and Sarpang (17,997). In
terms of out-migrants, Trashigang with a Total
of 23,802 is the highest, followed by Thimphu
and Mongar. There were a total of 111,770 life-
time migrants who have moved from rural
areas to the urban. In terms of net-migration
also Thimphu gained highest with 39,770
persons and Trashigang has the highest loss of
16,697 persons. Therefore this study aims to
examine the migration scenario at the micro-
level with regards to Khaling gewog under
Trashigang District.

Fig 1.1 Net migration by District (PHCB, 2005)
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Study Objectives:

1. To examine the scenario of rural-urban
migration in Bhutan particularly with regards
to Khaling gewog

2. To examine the characteristics of out:
migrants by age, sex and education level

3. To find out the popular destinations of out-
migrants and reasons for migration

4. To outline the opinions of rural peoples on
the rural-urban migration

5. To provide insight of problems associated
with rural-urban migration in Bhutan

Data

A primary data was collected from Khaling
gewog in the month of December 2012. During
the survey, both quantitative and qualitative
data were collected through household
interviews. The survey collected information
from around 210 households in Khaling gewog.
The respondents were the heads of households.
The survey instrument for this study was a set
of questions that collected information on
demographic, household member status,
duration of absence, reasons for migration,
education level of the household members,
housing characteristics, landholdings,
remittances and views on rural out-migration.
Questionnaire was pre-tested before conducting
a survey. Respondents were selected randomly
from different villages.

Data analysis

The study was descriptive, cross sectional
community based study. Data was analyzed
using SPPS. Firstly member of households who
had been absent from the particular household
for more than one year are categorized as an
out-migrants. Accordingly those out-migrants
were crosstubulated with other variables like
age, gender and level of education to determine
the characteristics of out-migrants. Top five
destinations of out-migrants and top five
reasons for migration are also analyzed in this
study.

Results and Discussion

Every household member absent from the
household cannot be categorized as out-
migrants without considering the duration of
absent. Therefore, in order to exclude those
individuals who were absent temporarily like
students, going for pilgrimage, visiting family
members, going for medical checkups,
migration period threshold was kept as one
year. In other words a person who has been
absent from the particular household for more
than one year was considered as out-migrants
in this study. Table 1.2 shows based on the
aforesaid definition of out-migrants, almost
50% of the people out-migrated from Khaling
gewog. With almost 50% of its registered
population out of the gewog, the out-migration
scenario seems to be so high in the gewog.

Table 1.2: Migration status of the household
members (Duration above one year)

Migration Status Frequency _ Percent
None migrants 1134 53.6
Migrants 982 46.4
Total 2116 100.0

It was found that comparatively there are more
male out-migrants (54.2%) compared to their
female counterparts (45.8%). Looking at the age
group of the out-migrants it was found that
75.8% belong to working age group (15-64) and
only 1.3 % was above 65 years. Which means
that huge chunk of working population has out-
migrated elsewhere to work and earn their
leaving. It would certainly lead to labour
shortage in the community and in the recent
years this problem has been vivid in most of the
rural parts of Bhutan where most rural
agricultural lands are left fallow without any
cultivation. On the other hand urban places are
observing rapid rise in population especially
young peoples in search of jobs.

Widespread establishment of schools in Bhutan
could be also important factors leading to rural-
outmigration. Today schools are established in
every nook and corner of the country. As people
get educated they gradually move out of rural
areas and go to urban places in search of jobs. It
was found that among out-migrants 30.7%
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didn’t have any education, but almost 70% of

the out-migrants have at least primary
education and above.

Table 1.3: Characteristics of out-migrants
(N=982)

Characteristics Percent
Sex

Male 54.2
Female 45.8
Age group

0-14 22.9
15-64 75.
65 & above 1.3
Education level

No education 30.7
Primary 26.6
High school 34.3
Diploma, degree & above 8.5

It seems that out-migration from Khaling
gewog could be mainly credited to socio-
economic reasons. It was found that out-

migration due to family move (32%) was the top
most reason followed by employment (31%),
marriage (20%) and education (10%). This
finding is in line with the Population and
Housing Census of Bhutan, 2005 and also the
findings of Rural-urban migration survey, 2005
of Bhutan were it was found that socio-
economic factors like family move, education
and employment were the main drivers of rural
urban migration.

Fig. 1.1: Top five reasons for leaving home in
Khaling gewog (N=982)

Top Five Reasons for Leaving Home

® Fanuly Move

u Employment
Mamage

1 Education

Consequences of rural-urban migration

Similar to other countries, most of the migrants
are young people between the ages of 15-64. As
this age group consists of economically active
people, this has serious impact in the rural
areas like labor shortage, brain drain and
reduction in the level of fertility. Rural people
in Bhutan still practice labor intensive
agriculture where more number of hands
determines the productivity of their crops.
Therefore, movement of young and educated
people towards urban areas poses serious
challenge in maintaining the agriculture
practice in the rural areas and ultimately most
agriculture lands are seen to be left fallow.

It has been also observed that due to rural
urban migration, age old culture and tradition
in some rural areas has been degrading slowly.

Opinions on rural-outmigration from the rural
people

During the survey respondents were asked to
provide their opinion on rapid rural
outmigration occurring in their gewog and some
of the critical views shared by the respondents
are mentioned below:

“One way it is good that people move out to
urban areas for better life's but on the other
hand it's very sad to see your own children's
and relatives go away leaving behind only old
parents”

1 Others reasons
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“In future village will be abandoned by
everyone and soon it will turn to wild forest”

“Educated are the ones who moves to urban
areas and only uneducated ones are left behind
in the village”

It is obvious that if necessary actions are not in
place from the beginning rural-outmigration in
Bhutan might lead to serious consequence in
future. Consequences could be in terms of
economy, demographic structure, cultural and
social. Therefore, it is important to look into
this internal migration scenario and take
necessary steps from the beginning.
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Report on visit to Tango

Far away from the busiest city life of Japan it
was surprising to see farmland, rice terraces
and worried farmers in Tango. It was also heart
breaking to see an old junior High School
turned into an office because there were no
students.

The presentation made by the farmers shared
that only after the construction of roads the
people started to cultivate since machines were
accessible but for those farmers who were far
away from the roads could not cultivate. The
terrain they had was such that the high lands
were muddy, the middle lands were gray and
the lower lands were all dry. The farmers were
not worried about their successors since most of
them didn’t have any and some said cultivating
for more than past six decades was enough.

(BXEEEH)

Bhutan and Japan share same resources but
the respective people have different procedures
and practices in utilizing those resources. They
follow the same processes but have different
definition given to it. Bhutan has not yet loss
its agriculture practices but is at the verge of
losing it if appropriate steps are not taken soon.

One reason Japan has lost or losing its
agriculture practices is I believe because of the
stereo typical view of Japanese parents or
people that one must get permanent
government job after graduation rather than
cultivating land.

It can be said that Bhutan is the past of Japan
and Japan can surely be viewed as the future of
Bhutan.
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The Role of Sherubtse College Students in Rural Development in Bhutan
T—8 o ORHAMBIZETSZ5TYF - ALy SDREOEN
Jamyang Thinley, Sonam Choden (Young Fellow Researchers ,Sherubtse Collge)
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Introduction

Bhutan is a small nation sandwiched between
two mighty nations of the world, India in the
south and China in the north. However, Bhutan
has remained independent throughout centuries.
Bhutan started her development activities with
the starting of First Five Year Plan in 1961 with
the support of Indian government. Since then
many developmental activities in the areas of
health, education, economy, roads,
communication, etc. has taken place. It was
however during the reign of the third king Jigme

FRV—¥— o 7E#EI, 5. RiZBEL.
FEZEB S, SSU OREEDTEHRRITIRDOLEBY
ThdH, 377 HR0EL, BELMEKOBE
BOIBDE19DNR 5 2DEFH 6 DAL
DR, ALVLADOLEDICEHZEA, HWA~D
X ]85 RBhofitts, BE~OMTF - Bk - B
Boift, I/ THOREMS., EREER~KE
ARICEEEITH . KB ERET 5, L,
ERENEELSBFIN) L =5 vV =2 K¥
DONDT —Z o NERTHH oL RRICE
T 1988 EIZiR Y. &Nz, 2B TIIBRABOE
RIZEEORFEEE2H L, KIESI&EHHE Xy X
_‘/%)’@O.C‘I‘éu

Yo A=A BLOYY 2T T Y 2 GDOBE
XEAREAKTHS, HFHARIL. BHEBTO
HRER, @RICHOEMICERZEAXS, 3
T—FRTOKBAE. KFEOTIFHR, EBAOR
2R A UM L TREERIGE2EETH, kL,
YT T Y cBRIIXEET 4 S — DB %
BOTF, 2010 LI FEDFE ORI SN, AU
—IIEME WM L TERICHRICHOWTHELT
b‘éo

(BH . 7EAHERA)

Dorji Wangchuck, the modem education system
was introduced in Bhutan.

In 1963, the king invited the Father William
Mackey to help develop a modern educational
system for the country. Still very much an
agricultural society, the country had no form of
organized education. Father Mackey was
selected for the task, and invited to set up an
English medium. In 1968 Kanglung public
school was formed and was named Sherubtse,
meaning 'peak of leamning, and in 1976,
Sherubtse Public School became a junior
college with pre-university courses.
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In July 1983, Sherubtse Junior College became
a fully- fledged degree college affiliated to
Delhi University. Presently Sherubtse is under
Royal University of Bhutan (RUB). Sherubtse
College has 1165 students, 105 faculty and 80
administrative  supporting  stuffs.  College
presently offers 18 different courses like Life
Sciences, computer, arts and humanity.
Sherubtse College offers lots of other co-
curricular activities which are aimed to help the
needy people in and around the community.

This paper explores the role of Sherubtse
college students in developing the community,
especially rural areas. This paper further
explores the activities carried out by the
students through different clubs in the college.

Figure-1: Sherubtse
Trashigang

College, Kanglung

Sherubtse College is in Kanglung Gewog which is
under Trashigang Dzongkhag with the total population
of 1.717 (PHCB, 2003, National Statistical Bureau).

Discussion

“The future of the nation lies in the hands of the young
generation”
- King Jigme Singye

Wangchuck

Following the words of the fourth king and trying to
live up to the words of the fifth king in serving the
nation more intelligently, the students of Sherubtse
plays many roles in developing the rural areas through
different clubs and forums. Sherubtse College has 12
different clubs which are helping the rural arca. Forum
for International and National Awareness (FINA) is the
governing student forum which looks after all the
student and the clubs activities. Most importantly there
are 5 major clubs with history of helping the
community and they are FINA, Social Service Unit
(SSU), Singye Karm, Sherubtse Green Society (SGS)
and Sherubtse Disaster Management.

1. Social Service Unit (SSU)
Revered Father Laclaire and Sister Monika formed the
Social Service unit (SSU) on 9* September, 1984. It is
voluntary group of College students joined to serve the

community especially the disadvantaged section of

community in and around the college. The unit works
during Sundays and holidays. The unit stands with the
motto “love through service™.

The aims and purposes of SSU are as follows:

1. To develop social awareness along with a
social conscience in the Bhutanese context.

2. To help our unfortunate and distress fellow
citizens in and around the college.

3. To make ignorant villagers aware of the
government policies and programs.

4. To develop self-confidence and leadership
quality.

5. To understand the situation and shoulder the
responsibly.

Over 28 years of history, SSU has achieved so much
and helped many citizens in the community. SSU seeks
donations from various departments and organizations
and invests in community development. These are
some of the achievements of SSU over the year:

> In electrification of Yonphula Lhakhang

» Provided Safe drinking water to the villages
like Motong goenpa in Khaling, Retshang
Dung in Kanglung.

» Constructed sixteen houses, nineteen huts, five
kitchens, and six toilets.

» Purchased land for poor people within the

Kanglung area.
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» The Unit had helped sick patients by providing
medicines, food and aids, and referred those
necessary to Trashigang Hospital.
» The Unit had provided sceds, fertilizers, tools
and the members were also cngaged in
farming activitics with farmers.
» Garbage pits were dug within the College
campus and surrounding villages
» The Unit carried out non-formal education for
the people living in and around Kanglung.
» Renovation of water supply in Kanglung
Villages.
» East-west high cleaning, from Kanglung to
Thimphu making.
> Meets leprosy patient at Wamrong Risherbu
?x?ccpam;:;iﬁs thiem. ith iclothes: and foods SSU members mef:linp,wi(h Ehc Leprosy patient in
> The Unit also has many beneficiaries, old Womrong Riserbu
people who cannot work in the field and has 2. Forum for International and National
no support, school going children and college ’ o (I*‘IN:\‘) '
Students, FINA forum was formed in 1988 by Zanglay Drukpa
who was the first Bhutanese principle in Sherubtse
~——mm——T T '*..-:.v" ﬂ;] (present Health Minislcr_). FOI:IIIT] ctl}lczllcs the rural
: ' people about the harmful effect of drugs and do
. awareness campaign. Forum organizes every year the
g — - gl _ Cannabis Uprooting program in Kanglung involving all
--..('_ : e, == et the students and Staffs of Sherubtse College.
P Vi
- . . L
S, . A
: £ e o

Students constructing house in Kanglung

\

Cannabis uprooting in Kanglung

3 Singye Karm and
Sherubtse Green Society is the nature club in
college. The activities of these clubs are:

v

Cleaning Campaigns in
Rural arcas of Kanglung
> Planting of saplings in
arcas prone to erosion in the country
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> Water supply in Youngphu
Lakhang in Kanglung

> Manage college garbage

> Visiting Reserve areas in

Bhutan and making people aware about the
importance of protecting the environment.

Cleaning Campaign in Kanglung

4. Sherubtse Disaster Management

Forum was formed in 2010 by the students under
disaster management department in Thimphu. Within
the short time Forum has conducted various activities
related to disaster. Members has travelled to Merak,
Saktan, Jonkhar, and Radhi educating the high land
people about the disasters, how to prevent and protect.
Members have also travelled to Shinga Lowri in
Samdrup Jongkhar to make rural people aware about
the disaster.

Conclusion

Bhutan Is known to the world as one of the happiest
nations in the world guided by the unique development
philosophy of Gross National Happiness, but there are
some people who need care and support. Sherubtse
College Students has always reached out to those
people who are in need of help. Students have helped
them with money, buying lands, constructing houses
for homeless people, provided fertilizers and sceds for
the farmers, electrified rural houses, water supply ete.
There are many activities to help rural people in terms
of labor supply, supply of more seeds and fertilizers etc.

Bhutan has experienced rapid development after the
starting of Five Year Plan in 1961, yet we are
struggling to fulfill the basic need of people. Prime
Minister Jigme Y. Thinley said that “Like most
developing nations, we are struggling with the
challenge of fulfilling the basic needs of our people.
What separates us, however, from most others is that
we have happiness, the most fundamental of human
needs, as the goal of societal change”.
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Recommendations on Tango Field Visit in Japan (October 27-29, 2012)

The trip to Tango in Japan was so educative and
exciting. We were so fortunate to go around and see
with our own eyes the problems and challenges faced
by rural residents of Japan. No doubt compared to
Bhutan, Japans rural development has reached far
ahead with good transportation networks, market,
health and educational facilities. Yet majority of the
population have migrated to cities in search of better
lives. It was so sad to scc only aged people left behind
in the rural arcas posing great challenge to maintain the
agricultural practice. However it was so encouraging to
see and learn that many local associations and
individuals are taking initiative to address the
challenges faced by the rural people in Tango.

Lessons learned from the trip

Bhutan has lot to learn to lcarn from Japan. Currently
rural-urban migration has just begun in our country and
Bhutan government strongly feels that rural
infrastructure development is the only way to curve the
rural-urban migration. But, after visiting rural places in
Tango I strongly felt that infrastructure development

(BAEEHN)

just triggers migration rather preventing people to
move towards urban areas and some of Japanese
friends have mentioned that rural infrastructure
development rather cncourages rural-urban migration.
Therefore, infrastructure development like building
roads, schools and hospitals arc not only solution for
solving this problem. More important thing is to
educate rural people on importance of living in rural
areas and making them appreciate the rural life.
Without inculcating value of rural life to the people in
rural places, just infrastructure development might be
useless because it is the reality seen in rural places of
Japan. If no alternate rural development takes place in
Bhutan | have opinion that few decades from now rural
infrastructures like road, schools and hospitals will be
underutilized and huge government resources currently
spend on this activitics might go in vain. Few cascs
have been already reported were some remote schools
has to be close down in rural places because of lack of
school going children’s.

RRMHAORRI“EI T (2012410 A 27-29 A)

FHEHBF OSRITIER IR D I E R T E
Lice BA7HOH TRAGEM{ERMN DG LT
WA ZRA Z LN TETIEMICERTL,
T—F i3l E S b, BRTIIZHE -
Wi - EfE - HE LR BT ETCITERVTVE
T, LALKZEOERITLY LOWES LERD
TEHA~EBELTITEE L, BAICBERD
FEHRRINTRIOTIHICER L TWVWHOER
HZOIRIERICBLWC LT, FO—FT, Hix
O ERLEA D14 1 5 D SR O RS O R P B
DA TWBDEM-> TIERICBRSTONEL
7o
RET AL + VT —NHEAZ L

T—=F VIR ENLFELEREZENICEIAH
VET, BENOETE~OBERXT—F L CliE

TEREE S 21T T, 7— 4 VBT RS
DA 7 FHeMIA A D HEH 2B < P hOME— D
ThHhD LML TV ES, LML HE O
2B LTHRT, 417 78MIAQKHEY
Bz Ah, IEEETHWDHEMUELE, &
B, FEE MERRHTD 2 LA RIEOARRIC
RHDOTIEHVFEHA, Lok KPR EIE, B
HEBOERICEHICT L L oERE B X, B
DELLERFBN AR ZLETT, LLY
— 5 U CRIROE FRHMBEAED L, BHHO
A7 73 EREINRRY, RESNEEKRR
B FRNERKICR>TLEITLLE D, T TIZ
FUEMARR L=l B oS R A I -
LW EHRNRBEEINTVET,
(EH - emegR)



@nél@m-nﬂma

N’

Involvement of Ecosystem Conservation and Community Development Initiative in the Rural
Development Projects implemented in Myanmar.
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Introduction

This paper present the livelihocod
pattern of people reside in most of the rural
areas in Myanmar. Myanmar is an agriculture -
based country and 70% of the population live
happily in the countryside thought out their life.
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Moreover 135 races of minority groups
inhabited in the mountainous areas, are
peacefully living more than hundred years ago.
Majority of these people are naturally
optimistic and contented with what they do
have Nowadays, some terrible challanges had
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strucked them to move away by leaving their
own native places. Diversified impacts include
food insecurity, lack of own level's capital,
reduced chance of employment, and bad
weather changes because of the global warming
like other countries in the world. Most of the
young generation people move to the urban
areas and even up to the other countries to
hunt for more income in these decades.

Ba und of the ECCD

To alleviate these situations, Myanmar
Government have to implement long-term
plannings, thus, improve the developments on
the livelihood of rural people and poor
households living in 7 Regions and 7 States in
the country. The Government initiated
various tasks on poverty alleviation,
developments in the field of education, health,
transport, clean water supply and irrigation to
the farmers. Moreover, Myanmar Government
implement a credit interest system integrated
with International Non-Government
Organizations (INGOS), Local Non-Government
Organization (LNGOS) and Private owned
Organizations in the rural areas of all Regions
and States. Actually, most of the LNGOS

were established since after the Category 3
Cyclone Nargis had strucked Myanmar in 2008.
Besides, there are more rural people in other
area of Myanmar hit by other disasters and in
the insurgent areas (Rakhine, Kachin
Our ECCDI is a non-political, non-profit and
non-governmental organization initiated in
November 2006 by senior ex-governmental

officials with expertise in environment,
ecosystem management, forestry, wildlife,
agriculture, livestock and conrnunity

development. ECCDI had participated in the
rural development projects since 2006 in Dry
Zone, Delta Region, Magwe Division, Shan
State and Rakhine State.

ECCDI's main objectives

1. To ensure a sustained environment
through enrichment of biodiversity by
conserving and improving natural
ecosystems.
To create model forests to demonstrate
sustainable forest ecosystem

eto).

management, sustainable resource
utilization and diverse forest values to
the public and related organizations.

To help alleviate poverty and enhance
community development by improving
food  security, creating income-
generating opportunities and assisting
education and health.

To conduct trainings, write technical
papers and books, and use various
media to raise awareness of the people
about environment, forests, biodiversity,
climate, climate change and ecosystem.
To assist in human development
through trainings and by contributing to
educational institutions.

3.

Brief Outlook on M:

The geographical location of Myanmar is
between latitude 9.58' N and 28.29' N and
longitude 92.10' E and 101.10". It is situated in
the south-east Asian subcontinent. India and
Bangladesh lie to the west, China to the north-
east while Thailand and Laos lie to the east of
Myanmar. Its total land mass is 261,228 square

miles (676,577 km?2), stretching 1280

miles (2060km)from the north to south and 578
miles (925km) from east to west at its widest
points. Elevation of the land surface of
Myanmar varies from sea level along the coast
to 20,000 ft. (6 km) in the mountains bordering
the Himalayas Ayeyarwady, Sittaung and
Thanlwin rivers are formed as three parallel
chains of mountains running from north to
south with Rahine Yoma, Bago Yoma and Shan
plateau. Climate conditions vary widely in
Myanmar despite of basic seasons include
summer, rainy season and winter. The dry zone
is situated in central Myanmar and it is really
hot in summer times (upto 43°C). In Mandalay
Region, average annual rainfall is less than 98
cm in some dry years. The ancient city Pagan is
situated in the Mandalay Region. There are
always heavy rainfalls in coastal areas of
Myanmar (Rakhine State, Ayeyarwady ,Delta
Region and Tannintharyi Region). Yangon is
now recognized as main business-oriented city
since Nay Pyi Taw become capital of Myanmar
since 2006.
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Most of Northern parts in Myanmar are
usually mountainous with heavy rain rainfall
and even snowy. Myanmar is a country of frank,
friendly and happy nature. It consists of 7
Regions and 7 States 135 races of different
religions are residing peacefully. In spite of
speaking variety of dialects, Myanmar citizens
also love to speak Myanmar language.

The major earnings of the country are
derived from rice and other agricultural crops,
teak and other qualified woods, natural
resources including emerald and rubies.
However, these earnings had fallen since 1982
due to the some unfabourable problems. Since
then, Myanmar people had to face economic
problem for many years. Now Myanmar is
opened and reconstruct friendship with most of
the countries in the world.

Fortunately, Myanmar people have a
rich cultural heritage like Pagodas and temples
with  brilliant architectural skills and
monuments built since ancient periods with
strong technologies. Moreover, 85% of the
population has practiced Theravada Buddhism.
In addition, the way of thinking, acting and
living of Myanmar people are hospitable,
cheerful, warm, kindly and relaxed. Myanmar
have got the expertise descendants also
literature, music and art of dance from their
ancestors.

Current condition of rural people with regard to
diversified impact on their development.

In Myanmar, 70% of the population
resides in the rural areas. The fundamental
ways of earnings in the village are based on
agricultural practices {(cultivation of deep-
water rain-fed-rice, peas and beans and maize
ete...) and raising of cattle, buffaloes, pigs,
goats, chicken and ducks at the backyard of
their houses. Traditional fishing, selling of
fuelwood and odd jobs like labourer in the
paddy fields and other causal works are also
essential for the survival of landless and poor
households.

Social status and development of the
rural people in Myanmar are still far away from
the satisfactory level. According to lack of
opportunity for income generation to the poor
households, non-promising educational system,
no health care practice to the pregnant women,
children, old peoples and disables. Some

villages has no access of clean water especially
in the Dry Zone villages and salty water
sometimes with arsenic chemicals are found in
some villages in the Delta Region. The villages
possess no access of electricity, thus, women &
children have to waste their times for finding
fuelwood for cooking & lighting in the house.
Usage of fuelwood cause indoor air pollution to
the housewives, children and old persons living
in the same house and cause disturbances in
respiratory tract and lungs. In Mpyanmar,
although the educated women can get chances
to suggest on co-operate in the socio-economic
affairs together with their husbands, women in
the rural area still did not get the same chance.
If clean energy access become increased rural
women could have participated in the village
activities at that time. Year by year, rural
people had tried to survive themselves by
working very hard for their whole life. Not only
the price of agriculture inputs (seeds, fertilizer)
but also access of water irrigation become
difficult, the farmer families suffered from in
security of food, lack of secure shelters and no
proper health care. Under this socio-economic
impact, no one can be escaped, including non-
farm workers such as livestock breeders, causal
worker retailers... etc. Since those times, the
younger generation in the rural areas
(educated or non-educated) leave their villages
and move to the nearest townships where they
can earn some more money by working odd-
jobs and hard works over there . Gradually,
other villagers of different age, sex and
nationality

available opportunity at that time.

This event was onset about 20 years ago.
Better income acquired in the urban area
attracted to the younger generation groups.
Even University graduates are jobless at the
time, no one can refuse that offer by the human
— brokers. On the other hand, the price of
commodities become higher and higher. Chance
of employment was more and more difficult. In
addition, the climate change concerned with
global warming become worse and worse in the
Dry Zone and high flooding in the costal areas.
In some area, the weather is very hot and
draught condition followed by no income, no
food etc..,. The parents and elders in each
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family had to allow their sons and daughters to
leave the native villages to find out money-
chasing pathways. That is the early period of
momentous urbanization among the youngs.
Actually strength and skill abilities of peoples
in the rural area were exploited by the human-
brokers who become human traffickers in the
later times like other countries in the world.
These terrible challenges had forced the people
to move away by leaving their natives. This
displaced people consist of jobless peoples,
students who had stopped their education in
the mid way, youngs who frequently miss the
chance of employment, the girls leave the
village only for better income or persuaded by
some other people with different aim and
objectives. Any house the parents and elders
left at home maybe deserted and villages
become depopulated. This the undesirable
problem for the younger generations in the
rural areas.

Commitment of ECCDI on rural development
projects in Myanmar

These are the projects implemented by
ECCDI that are related to “Rural Development
in Myanmar” during 2008 - 2012

Project -1- Establishment of 100 acre fuelwood
plantation project : Taikkyi Township, Yangon
Division.

Project -2- Promoting food security of
vulnerable population of Taikkyi Township
through material, financial and technical inputs
assisted by integrated agro-silvo-pastoral
system of reforestation: Taikkyi Township,
Yangon Division.

Project -3- Village Electrification and
Community Development, in Nyaung Lay Bin
village: Taikkyi Township, Yangon Division.

Project -4- Promoting livelihood and food
security of wvulnerable inhabitants, in
Htanbinchaung village ‘Kawhmu Township,
Yangon Division.

Project -5- Enhancing livelihood of the Nargis
Victims of Myat Thar Zee Phyu Village Tract in
Mawlamyinegyun Township through integrated

environment, economic and soc%al
rehabilitation: in Mawlamyinegyun Township,
Delta Area, Ayeyarwaddy Division.

Project -6- Initiation of food security
development programme for poor households in
Nyaung Lay Bin village through livestock
raising: Nyaung Lay Bin village, Taikkyi
Township, Yangon Division.

Project -7- Upgrading the livelihood of the
villagers of Kankone village: Kyaukpadaung
Township, Mandalay Division.

Project 8- Technical training on Agriculture,
Livestock, Forestry/Environment and Micro &
Small Business Development- for Nargis
affected communities in the Delta Area:
Ayeyarwaddy Division.

Project -9- Poverty alleviation of Wathone Aing
and Daung-O-Gyi village communities through
provision of safe water supply: Myaing
Township, Magwe Division.

Project -10- Renovation of the State Primary
School of Nyaung Lay Bin village, in Nyaung
Lay Bin village:Taikkyi Township, Yangon
Division

Project -11- An appraisal of the community
forests in Myanmar: Kachin State, Shan State
Mandalay Devision and Ayeyarwaddy Division.

Project -12- Village Electrification by Rice-husk
Gasifier in Ywa-htaunggon village, Thegon
Township, Pegu Division.

Future feasible plans on rural development in
Myanmar

To improve the development on the
livehood of rural people may take long term
work plan Anyhow, depending on the
contribution and financial allotment of
Myanmar Government, vulnerable communities
may be upgraded near future by feasible plans:

Food security and food safety

Fresh & clean water access

Proper nutrition programmes in schools

Variety of income Generation sources
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Recruitment of Human Resources in
ubject field

Clean Energy access through
Hydropower, small- scale solar energy
ete..,

Health programmes for pregnant
women, child-care programmees

Raise Awareness for Ecosystem
conservation

Strengthen the power of Community —
Based Organizations to help

development of areas (Villages as well
as households in urban area)

Motivation Spirit of the all Nationalities
resides in Myanmar.

sive Remarks
Regard with these conditions,

ECCDI become award about the real
situation at the rural areas of Regions

and States in Myanmar. People need not
only survive in traditional ways, but
also need opportunities of more income
and proper technological knowledges to
improve their socio-economic status.
Thus, upgraded educational status of
the younger generations , expanded
hygienic health care practices, widen
accessibility of clean energy & safe
drinking water should be contributed
for the younger generations to enjoy
their live in the rural aresa. Actrually ,
the fundamental spirit of Myanmar
people to live happily and peacefully at
the native places in their own country.
Inface, the main goal intened for the
development of the rural areas around
Myanmar can be fulfiled by the self
responsive & motivated younger
generations in the furture.
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Comment on Tangoworkshop

1.Tango international forum, grass -root workshop and
study tours by sponsorships of urban —rural exchange
network association of Japan ( NPO) ,Society of
terraced rice fields ,research institute for humanity &
naturc ,and Earth science information centre, were
organized by Tango Tanada Research Centre ,CSEAS,
Kyoto University.The whole programme (27.10.2012 -
29.10.2012) was perfectly arranged for all participants .
2. The papers submitted in the workshop held at
Workers * Welfare centre , consist of finding ,idcas and
opinions on the rural development of nationwide effort
reports .All the papers are very interesting and
participants  acquired new exposure and further
knowledges about the livelihood of Japanese farmers
by some of the papers .

3.Tango field trips on 28.oct,participants had have
chances tosce widesprcad terraces of rice ficld in
Kamiseya Miyazu, Kyotango and sodashi.Big rice
terraces were running very well ,thus , proved the
successful agriculture works .Participants were
attracted by the green and fresh atmosphere of the
Japanese farms .

More over ,traditional way of woven rattan looms were
also amazing and demonstration of wearing the lovely
jackets were displayed at the woven rattan tradition
exchange centre .
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4. The afterncon trip on 28".oct, participants were
brought to the areas of agricultural environments and
foster stork net initiatives in Kyotango( Kumihama&
Kamiseya , Miyazu) .it can be clarificd that the natural
ccosystem and biodiversity are still alive in some arca
of Japan .

5. On 29".oct,final day of study tour , workshop on
conservation on ‘’efforts by exploring life in rural area
and challenge  points’’ were discussed among
participants held at the workers’ welfare Hall
( Kyotango shi,Omiya machi ,Kawabe ).Participants
had the changes to gain mutual learning
experiences .The interesting discussions also included
the traditional living ways of Japanese communities in
the rural areas and depopulation problems they have to
face at the moment .

6. As compendium ,all the Tango programmes and
activities through out the whole trips are
exciting ,every points are intersting and stimulate the
participants ‘ enthusiasm and so enjoyable.Since 2012
workshop has successfully accomplished ,annually or
by annually programmes should be held depending on
the availability of kind contribution sources .
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